Road-Rail Transport
just passing them only once on its way forward; possibly
twice if it were to do the return journey on the same day
But the regular road hauler and passenger bus would be
plying on those roads a number of times by paying just
the same amount. It was therefore thought that this was
iniquitous and tolls were therefore abolished in 1931 in
this Presidency.
The effect of the new Act was to do away with all the
existing tolls and to prohibit their levy by any district
or municipality, on any vehicle or animal. In the event,
however, of the Government constructing any bridge or
road it was entitled to make a temporary levy till such
time as the costs were recovered. In any case, the local
bodies were deprived of the right of exercising these
powers, since the levy was restricted to those constructions
that were financed at the expense of the Provincial
Government. Obviously, when expenditure was financed
by the local authority, the latter had no power to levy
a rate. This was thought unjust since it sought to make
an invidious distinction between works undertaken at
provincial and at local expense. So in 1938, a new Act
was passed amending the Indian Tolls Act of 1851 and
the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act of 1931. Under the
new Act, it was empowered that the Provincial Government
may levy a toll on any road or bridge constructed either
wholly or partly at the expense of the Provincial Govern-
ment. The rate at which this should be charged was to
be determined by the Provincial Government and it was
specially mentioned that the toll was to be only a
temporary levy intended to repay the cost incurred. Thus,
apart from this power to levy a rate on works undertaken
after 1st April, 1931, there are no tolls levied on the use
of the road,
The abolition of tolls has resulted in great good to the
regular road operators and has facilitated long distance
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